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of betraying the interests of Labour to Capitalism, Its
refasa! to be partisan is the more striking because it
was primarily a working-class movement and the
views of its members were as naturally "left", as those
of the well-to-do are naturally "right". Its service to
political democracy in England cannot be overesti-
mated. Its great weakness is one for which it is in no
way responsible; it only touches an intellectual elite,
That elite is better provided for in England than in
Athens: the opposite is true of the mass of the elec-
torate, for whose political education England has
hitherto done nothing; though a hand-to-mouth,
improvised beginning has been made since 1939 in

Army Education.   If the mass of our voters show a
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sound political judgment, it does not come from any-
thing that we have done for them. Here is our great
political weakness, yet to be tackled, and only to be
tackled through a nation-wide system of adult
education.

Comparing the political education of England and
America with that of Athens, we may say then that
ia some respects ours is superior, in others worse*
They gave the whole citizen body a trajning^ig the
we train a sU

.
We might have done worse; we could
Tloinfinitely better, if we chose to take adult education
seriously. But if passing from politics, we think of
the other influences that make a civilization, the com-
parison is less favourable to us. Take the two
mentioned by Pericles, the religious festivals and; great